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SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER

12:00-12:20 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR DOORS OPEN
12:20-12:50 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR CONFERENCE WELCOME

N BRANCH REPORTS &
12:50-13:30 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR MEMBER ACTVITIES UPDATE
13:30-13:45 BREAK

o BREAKING THE CONSENSUS: THE NEED
e FOR A NEW INDUSTRIAL POLITICS

MOVING RESISTANCE FROM THE MARGINS TO
13:45-14:55 TRADES HALL THE CENTRE: HOW THE ANTI-GLOBALISATION
MOVEMENT TRAUMATISED CAPITALISM

14:55-15:25 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR AFTERNOON TEA (CATERED)
15:05-16:35 | BEDLAM&SQUALOR | LEFT-WING POLITICS IN AOTEAROA IN 2024
16:35-18:15 DINNER (SELF-CATERED)
18:15-20:00 THISTLE HALL TE TIRITI AND THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM
20:00-20:30 BREAK

20:30~ TRADESHALL | COMMONWEAL LAUNCH

SUNDAY 27 OCTOBER

11:00-12:30 | BEDLAM &SQUALOR | 1913 GREAT STRIKE WALKING TOUR
12:30-13:00 BREAK
13:00-14:00 | BEDLAM &SQUALOR | WHAT IS NEW ZEALAND FOR?
14:00-14:15 BREAK

e HYPERIMPERIALISM AND THE
14:15-15:30 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR CNARED WORLD

: THE CRISIS OF THE UNIVERSITY,
Ao st URADIES [l PRECARITY, AND SOCIALIST STRATEGY
15:30-16:00 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR AFTERNOON TEA (CATERED)
16:00-17:15 | BEDLAM & SQUALOR THE FUTURE OF UNIONS IN AOTEAROA
17:15-18:45 DINNER (SELF-CATERED)
RESISTING NEOLIBERALISM IN LATIN
18:45-20:30 THISTLE HALL AMERICA: THE 2019 CHILEAN REVOLT AND THE
STRUGGLE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

20:30-21:00 BREAK

o100~ CARRETTST WELLINGTON SOCIALIST SOCIETY/

UNIONS WELLINGTON GIG




Saturday 26 October

Ben Peterson Sam Buchanan



Panel discussion:
Left-wing politics in Aotearoa in 2024

Wellington Central Green MP Tamatha Paul
(Tainui, Ngati Awa), Green Wellington City
Council Councillor Nikau Wi Neera (Ngati Toa-
rangatira, Kai Tahu), and independent Environ-
ment Canterbury Councillor Greg Byrnes will
speak to us about their experiences as left-wing
politicians in Aotearoa and what they see as

the challenges and opportunities of our current
political moment.

Saturday keynote:
Te Tiriti and the struggle for socialism

Experienced Tino Rangatiratanga activists
Catherine Love (Te Atiawa, Taranaki, Ngati
Ruanui, Nga Ruahinerangi), Kassie Harten-
dorp (Ngati Raukawa, Ngati Tawharetoa), and
Dougal McNeill will discuss the current coalition
government's attacks on Te Tiriti and on Maori
generally, in the context of the decades-long
struggle for justice for Maori. They will also ex-
amine the relationship between Te Tiriti and the
socialist project. Wellington City Councillor Nikau
Wi Neera (Ngati Toarangatira, Kai Tahu) will ably
serve as the panel moderator.



Sunday 27 October

Peter Clayworth Tony Simpson



Hyperimperialism and the ensnared world

Why, asks renowned Indian historian and
journalist Vijay Prashad, is the United States
promoting wars and militarism around the world,
when the world’s peoples simply want peace
and development? What is motivating NATO and
the Western alliance to build evermore warlike
platforms to challenge the countries in Asia? Vi-
jay will interrogate these questions, which are of
eminent relevance to New Zealand as a Pacific
nation and a traditional US ally.

Panel discussion:
The crisis of the university,
precarity, and socialist strategy

The 2022 university strikes and the 2023
anti-cuts movements provided a glimpse of

the political potential that lies within Aotearoa’s
precarious academic and student body. Leon
Salter of University of Auckland, Matt Russell

of Massey University, and Josh Parsons will
reflect on the events of the past two years,
drawing on research with precarious academics
and students, to consider the challenges and
opportunities of the neoliberal university as a site
of resistance within a broader socialist strategy
in Aotearoa.



Panel discussion:
The future of unions in Aotearoa

This panel of Aotearoa trade unionists will
discuss the current state of the labour movement
and its prospects for the future. Consisting of
CTU secretary Erin Polaczuk, Unions Wellington
convenor and PSA support centre worker Sabina
Rizos-Shaw, NZNO national executive member
and nurse Grant Brookes, and E Ta Organiser
and Unions Manawatu covenor Jon Pawson
(Ngati Porou), the panel will bring a diverse
range of perspectives to these questions.

Sunday keynote:

Resisting neoliberalism in Latin America:
The 2019 Chilean revolt and the
struggle for constitutional reform

Pablo Abufom was a community organiser dur-
ing the protests that erupted in Chile in 2019 in
response to high cost of living, privatisation, and
inequality. The revolt ultimately led to a referen-
dum which rejected the Pinochet-era constitu-
tion and committed the country to drafting a new
constitution. Although the historical trajectories
of neoliberalism in Chile and Aotearoa are not
identical, they share the unenviable experience
of being at the outer extreme of global neolib-
eral policy. Pablo will offer insights and lessons
for the struggle against neoliberal capitalism in
Aotearoa.






